
NL INDUSTRIES/TARACORP SUPERFUND SITE GROUP
LEED ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.

124 Deborah Drive
Reading, PA 19610

Telephone: (610) 670-7310
Telecopy: (610) 670-7311

August 5, 1999

Telecopy and First Class Mail

Mr. Brad Bradley
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604-3590

RE: NL Industries/Taracorp Superfund Site; Granite City, Illinois
Consent Decree
Voluntary Progress Report 3 (July 1999)

Dear Mr. Bradley:

As requested by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA"), two copies of this letter are
submitted on behalf of the NL Industries/Taracorp Superfund Site Group ("Group") on a
voluntary basis to provide EPA with a progress report for activities related to the remediation of
the residential lots and remote fill areas, the remediation of the Taracorp pile, and the remedial
design for groundwater that were performed in regard to the NL Industries/Taracorp Superfund
Site (the "site") during July 1999.

1. Actions Taken During Previous Month to Comply with the Consent Decree:

• During July 1999, the Group's supervising contractor, ENTACT, Inc. ("ENTACT")
continued to perform remedial activities related to remediation of residential lots and
remote fill areas. Major tasks performed by ENTACT included soil sampling and
analysis activities and remediation of 20 residential lots and 19 remote fill lots. The
residential lots and remote fill lots which were remediated in July 1999 are summarized
in the Weekly Progress Report (Table 1, attached). Through July 1999, ENTACT has
completed remedial activities at 586 residential lots.

• During July 1999, ENTACT also continued with efforts related to remediation of the
Taracorp pile. Major tasks performed by ENTACT included: (1) completion of
screening of residential soils; (2) continuation of backfill of the screened residential
soils; (3) completion of excavation of industrial soils and transport of the industrial soils
onto the Taracorp pile; (4) completion of shaping of the Taracorp pile; (5) preparation
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of subgrade for the concrete channels; (6) initiation of installation of cover materials on
the Taracorp pile; (7) site surveying; (8) air monitoring; and (9) related activities.

• During July 1999, ARCADIS Geraghty & Miller continued with efforts to prepare the
Remedial Design Work Plan for groundwater.

• On July 7, 1999, the Group's project coordinator issued a voluntary progress report to
EPA.

• On July 12, 1999, a weekly progress meeting was held to discuss the status of the
remediation of residential lots, remote fill areas, and the Taracorp pile. Attendees at the
meeting included representatives of EPA, the Army Corps of Engineers ("ACOE"),
ENTACT, and the Group's Technical Committee. ENTACT issued a report to project
participants on July 13, 1999 to document the results of the meeting.

• On July 19, 1999, a weekly progress meeting was held to discuss the status of the
remediation of residential lots, remote fill areas, and the Taracorp pile. Attendees at the
meeting included representatives of EPA, ACOE, ENTACT, and the Group's Technical
Committee. During the July 19, 1999 meeting, ENTACT reported that the total volume
of material added to the Taracorp pile was less than anticipated and that the toe of the
cap would be constructed at grade, thereby eliminating the need for concrete retaining
walls to contain materials within the Taracorp pile. As noted in the report of the meeting
which was issued to project participants on July 26, 1999, ENTACT agreed to survey
the final elevations of the Taracorp pile and provide drawings to ACOE.

• On July 20, 1999 ENTACT personnel issued a letter to the ACOE to summarize the
results of the interface friction testing and to request a review by the ACOE regarding
the need for installation of the geogrid layer during the construction of the Taracorp pile
cap.

• On July 30, 1999, a weekly progress meeting was held to discuss the status of the
remediation of residential lots, remote fill areas, and the Taracorp pile. Attendees at the
meeting included representatives of EPA, ACOE, ENTACT, and the Group's Technical
Committee.

2. Summary of Data and/or Results of Sampling and Tests Received:

• Data from soil sampling activities performed by ENTACT during July 1999 in
residential lots and remote fill areas have previously been provided by ENTACT
personnel to EPA and have been used as the basis for defining soil excavation depths.
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• Data collected from air monitoring activities, soil screening activities, select fill soil
testing, backfill compaction testing, and from liner installation QA/QC testing at the
industrial site are maintained by ENTACT personnel and are available for inspection by
EPA and ACOE personnel at the site.

3. Work Plans, Plans, and Other Deliverables Completed and Submitted to EPA During
the Previous Month:

• Not applicable for this reporting period.

4. Actions, Data Collection, and Implementation of Work Plans and Other Information
Related to the Progress of Construction which are Scheduled to be Performed During
the Neit Six-Week Period;

• During August 1999, ARCADIS Geraghty & Miller will continue efforts to prepare the
Remedial Design Work Plan for groundwater. ARCADIS Geraghty & Miller personnel
will visit the site on August 6, 1999 in conjunction with work plan preparation efforts.

• During August 1999, ENTACT will continue soil sampling activities and soil excavation
and restoration of residential lots. Residential lots to be addressed by ENTACT
personnel during August 1999 will be coordinated on a daily basis with ACOE
representatives and will be discussed with EPA during weekly progress meetings.

• During August 1999, ENTACT will also continue activities associated with remediation
of the Taracorp pile. Activities to be performed by ENTACT personnel during August
1999 are expected to include: (1) continued backfill of excavated industrial areas; (2)
construction of the cover system on the Taracorp pile; (3) installation of the concrete
channels; (4) air monitoring; and (5) related activities.

5. Problems Encountered. Anticipated Problems. Actual or Anticipated Delays, and
Efforts Developed or Implemented to Mitigate Delays:

• Not applicable for this reporting period.

6. Modifications to Work Plans or Schedules Proposed to EPA or Approved by EPA;

• Not applicable for this reporting period.
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7. Community Relations Activities During Previous Month or to be Undertaken During
Next Six-Week Period:

• Not applicable for this reporting period. Unless requested by EPA, no community
relations activities are currently planned to be performed by the Group during the next
six-week period.

Should you or your staff have questions or comments regarding this progress report, please
contact this office at (610) 670-7310.

Very truly yours,

LEED ENVIRONMENTAL, INC.

Jeffrey A. Leed
Project Coordinator

attachment

cc: Mr. Bob Rogers, Illinois EPA (w/attachment, by first class mail)
Mr. Tim Healy - ENTACT, Inc. (w/attachment, by first class mail)
Mr. Nicholas Valkenburg - ARCADIS Geraghty & Miller (w/attachment, by first class mail)
Technical Committee, ML Industries/Taracorp Superfund Site Group

(w/attachment, by first class mail)
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TABLE 1
RESIDENTIAL LOTS

Weekly Progress Report - Activities Through 7/15/99

568
569 i
570 !

571 \
572 i
573

Lot # Street
1230 Granite
11281 Reynolds
11 36 [Reynolds
1436 \Madison

1113/1 5 ' Madison
2247 Iowa

Depth Notes Soil Removal Backfill
: 6 ; 2/ote i 7/6/99 7/8/99
\ 6
i 3
; 12

I 7/7/99
I 7/7/99
! 7/8/99

7/7/99
7/8/99
7/J2/99

i 12 '• ! 7/9/99 ' 7/12/99
3 7/9/99 7/13/99

Stone Sod
7/8/99 7/14/99
7/7/99
7/8/99
7/12/99
7/72/99

St7/15?

7/13/99

HEPA
' Rejected

"\ Rejected
• Rejected
\ Rejected
i



TABLE 1 (continued)
RESIDENTIAL LOTS

Weekly Progress Report -Activities Through 8/5/99

•i
573
574
575
570
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
585
588

Lot ft Street
2247 town
2314 Iowa
2370 Jowa
2318 Iowa
2417 fowa
2141 State
2244 Start
2115 Monroe
2433 Madison
2619 W.22nd
26i7~W.22nd
2613 W.22nd
2897 W.22nd

Depth
3
8
12
12

• 8
8
3
3
8
12
12
12
8

Backfill C
Jim
Jim
Jim
Jint
Jim
Jim
Jim
Jim

: Jim
\ Jim

Jim
Jim
Jim

rew Soil Removal
7/399
7/23/99
7/2399
7/23/99 .
7/26/99 •
7/26/99
7/2*99 .
7/28/93
7/2809
7/29/99
7/29/99
7/29/99
7/29/99

Backfill
7/13/99
7/26/09
7/2099
7/Z6/99
7/2899
7/28*9
7/29/99 .
7/2999
£299
8/2/99
8/2/99
8/2/99
8/2/99

Stons
7/13/99
7/26/99
7/20/99
7/2699
7/2899
7/2899
7/29/99
7/29X99
0299
8/2/99
ii/299
B/Z99
8/299

Sod HEPA Clcsc Out
7/2999
7/2999 I
7/2999 :
7/2999 8O99

StT/2999

:



TABLE 1 (continued)
REMOTE FILL LOTS

Progress Report - Activities Through 7/15/99

Lot # Street

t •
2 :
3 j
4
5 '
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

2817 Lincoln
28191 Lincoln

115 .Booker
212iWatson
213
215

2818
212

119/23
1005
1007
1009
1209
2239
2241

•Watson
Watson
Lincoln
Hill
Booker
Bissell
Bissell
Bissell
Oriole

§14th
!14th

Soil Removal
7/12/99
7/12/99 " !
7/13/99 !
7/13/99 !
7/13/99
7/13/99
7/13/99
7/13/99
7/14/99
7/14/99
7/14/99
7/14/99
7/15/99
7/15/99
7/15/99 I

Backfill
7/13/99
7/13/99
7/16/99
7/16/99
7/16/99
7/16/99
7/13/99
7/16/99
7/16/99

Stone Seed HEPA Close Out
• 7/13/99 ;

7/13/99 I
7/16/99 !
7/16/99 i
7/16/99
7/16/99
7/13/99
7/16/99
7/16/99

Rejected
I Rejected '

Rejected >
Rejected I

! i
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected



TABLE 1 (continued^
REMOTE FILL LOTS

Progress Report -Activities Through 8/5/99

••n
19
17
18
19
20

Lot?? Street
2241 14th .
262S: Missouri

2819 1/2 Uncoln
2121/2 HOt

206 Booker

So.l Removal
7/1S/99
7/1M9 !
7/2099 '
7/2Q#$
7/H/99

Backfill
7/20/99
7/21/69
7/23M
7/22M9
7/22*9

Stone
! 7/20/99

7/21/99
7/2099
7/2299
7/2299

Seed HE PA
RtifSCtKtt

Refected
\N/A
!

\RefectBd


